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The Food Resource Action Center (FRAC) recently reported that in 2011 participation in the
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP, also known as Summer Meals) was down, nationally,
compared to previous years. Summer Meals provides universal breakfast and lunch to all children
age 18 and under at schools and other sites in low-income neighborhoods during the summer.
Although nationally there was a decrease in participation in the program, New York City saw a 3%
increase. Part of this increase may be attributed to a city-wide collaboration where governmental
agencies, community-based organizations and hunger advocates, including the Food Bank For New
York City, implemented a more grassroots approach by canvassing low-income neighborhoods with
localized Summer Meals outreach materials.
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