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Dear Friends,
President Obama’s commitment to end child hunger by 2015 comes at a critical time. Right now, New York City’s food
assistance organizations are struggling to meet the increased needs of a city devastated by unemployment, lost savings and
the high cost of living, and many families with children have been hard hit by the recession.
Of course, no matter how long the winter, spring is sure to follow, and I hope that in time
we will begin to see signs of relief after such a long and brutal economic storm. For now,
however, there is still a real and immediate need that must be met. The troubled economy
has tried everyone’s resilience — from the city’s poorest, who have struggled with adversity
and found themselves fighting even harder to survive, to the newly unemployed, who have
turned tofood stamps and food pantries for the first time.
I have worked with the Food Bank for more than 20 years to make sure that each of those
individuals finds help when he or she needs it. Together, the Food Bank, our network and
our supporters like you have worked hard to keep New Yorkers from falling through the
cracks — New Yorkers like Alberta, a mother and retiree who came to St. Ann’s Episcopal
Church in the Bronx for emergency food and stayed to become a member of a community
that supports and looks out for her. Or the many working families and individuals who turned to the Food Bank’s Tax
Assistance Program this year — a simple initiative that brings millions of dollars in federal tax refunds into our city.
Your support and dedication help keep programs like these fully funded. The Food Bank is there for New Yorkers in need, and I
am grateful to you for standing beside us.
Sincerely,
Lucy Cabrera, Ph.D., CAE
President and CEO

